Angiomyolipoma of the liver: case report and collective review of cases diagnosed from fine needle aspiration biopsy specimens.
We experienced a rare case of primary angiomyolipoma (AML) of the liver, preoperatively diagnosed by fine needle aspiration biopsy (FNAB). Radiographic imaging revealed characteristic features of an angiomyolipoma. The diagnosis was confirmed by the presence of epithelioid smooth muscle cells, mature fat cells and blood vessels in the biopsy tissue. Our review of the literature showed this to be the eleventh case to be diagnosed in this way. Despite this preoperative diagnosis, the lesion was resected because of its pleomorphic histological features. Histologically, the epithelioid smooth muscle component included cells with a bizarre appearance and occasional hyperchromatic nuclei, and furthermore, occasional mitotic figures were observed. In own MEDLINE search of the literature we found 11 cases of AML of the liver for which the diagnoses were established by FNAB, and the same features were present in 5 cases for which surgical excision was contemplated.